The medical preparation of a special forces company for pilot recovery.
This article describes a method used by a Special Forces Battalion Medical Section to create a plan for a short-notice deployment. The unit mission included pilot recovery and was therefore intrinsically connected with the delegation of medical care. Initial attention was directed at identifying the types of injuries sustained by pilots ejected from modern jet aircraft. Special Forces medics were then trained to handle these specific injuries. Efforts were additionally directed at refreshing combat medical skills. Three classes were provided. Medical preparation of support personnel followed current doctrine. Once deployed, the Battalion Medical Section established a casualty evacuation plan. Descriptions of the deployment, data gathered, and lessons learned are provided.